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HE VIEWS 

ASPECTS OF THE ORDOVICIAN SYS
TEM, edited by David L. Bruton. 
Palaeontological Contributions from the 
University of Oslo, no. 295, published by 
Universitetsforlaget, Oslo, Bergen, 
Stavanger and Tromso, and distributed 
by Columbia University Press, New 
York, 1984, viii + 228 pp., Ill us., paper 
$19.00 
The proceedings of the Fourth Interna

tional Symposium on the Ordovician Sys
tem, held in Norway in 1982, are presented 
in this volume. Twenty-one papers by 
twenty-nine authors, dealing with the 
Stratigraphical Framework (3), Ordovician 
Sea Level Changes (3), Ordovician Climate 
(2), Ordovician Shelly Environments (5), 
Ordovician Graptolitic Environments (3), 
and Ordovician Volcanic Environments 
(4), follow the Introduction "What is so spe
cial about the Ordovician?" 

The symposium organized by the 
"Friends of the Ordovician" was designed 
to include aspects of the Ordovician Sys
tem such as global transgressions and re
gressions, climate, and vulcanicity which 
have been given scant attention in the past 
but which have great significance to the 
more commonly studied stratigraphy and 
faunas of the System. Thus, some of the 
contributions in this important volume pre
sent information and subjects relatively 
new to the published literature. 

GEOLOGY AND PALEONTOLOGY OF 
SOUTHEAST ASIA, Volume 23, edited 
by Teiichi Kabayashi, Ryuzo Toriyama, 
and Wataru Hashimoto. Published by 
~mv_ers1ty of Tokyo Press, Tokyo, and 
distnbuted by Columbia University 
Press, New York, 1982, viii + 206 pp., 3 
foldmg pis., 19 tbls., atlas of 19 plates 
$59.50 ' 
This, the twenty-third volume of the 

series begun in 1964, comprises nine arti
cles by eleven authors from the Philip
pmes, Thailand, and Japan. Three articles 
a re on the geology and palaeontology of 
Tha1land, two are on Malaysia, and three 
are on the Philippines; the last article is a 
review of the fossil records from East 

Malaysia and Brunei. Among the contents 
are reports of an aberrant fusuline struc
ture and a new genus, Pravitoschwag
erina, from Thailand, the Triassic conod
ont stratigraphy of West Malaysia, Jurass ic 
fossil wood of Thailand, Jurassic and Cre
taceous ammonites of Sarawak, Philippine 
Tertiary stratigraphy, and two articles on 
the Miocene molluscan faunas of the 
Philippines. Taxonomic descriptions in
clude three new species of conodonts, five 
new species of Mollusca, and the new 
genus of foraminifer. The series is well-il
lustrated, informative, and a worthy addi
tion to the knowledge of Southeast Asian 
geology and paleontology. 

A STRATIGRAPHIC STUDY OF LATE 
WEICHSELIAN DEGLACIATION, 
SHORE DISPLACEMENT AND VEGE
TATION HISTORY IN SOUTH-EAST
ERN SWEDEN, by Svante Bjorck. Fos
sils and Strata, no. 14, published by Uni
versitetsforlaget, Oslo, and distributed 
by Columbia University Press, New 
York, 1982,93 pp., illus., paper $22.00 
This publication is part of Fossils and 

Strata, an internationally distributed series 
of monographs and memoirs in palaeontol
ogy and stratigraphy. It is a companion 
series to the journals Boreas , Lethaia, and 
Lithos. 

Late Weichselian pollen stratigraphy 
and chronostratigraphy of sediments from 
sixteen lakes or peat-bogs in Blekinge, 
south-eastern Sweden were related to the 
deglaciation pattern. Late Weichselian 
sedimentation , chronology, and shore dis
placement. These studies have revealed at 
least two transgressions and two drainage 
events. Local and regional lithostrati
graphic units for Pleistocene deposits in 
Blekinge are described and defined. A 
paleoclimatic synthesis, based on bio- and 
lithostratigraphy was made for the Late 
Weichselian interval in Blekinge. It has 
proved possible to correlate the Late 
We ichselian geological history in Blekinge 
with parts of the Ba ltic Basin and also with 
the deglaciation of other parts of Southern 
Sweden. 

--H.CS. 


