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PALEONTOLOGICAL NOTE

BULIMINELLA MORGANI ANDERSEN, 1961 AND BULIMINELLA MISSISSIPPENSIS
SEIGLIE, 1969 — A CRITICAL APPRAISAL

DREW HAMAN
CHEVRON OIL FIELD RESEARCH COMPANY
LA HABRA, CALIFORNIA

Phleger and Parker (1951) described a
small buliminellid from Station 212 (Atlantis
cruise, 1947), located at Lat. 27°50.5'N.,
Long. 96°19' W., in the Northwest Gulf of
Mexico at a depth of 50 m. These authors
compared and related this modern form to
Buliminella bassendorfensis Cushman and
Parker, 1937, which had been described
from the Oregon Oligocene. This assign-
ment was accepted by Gulf Coast micro-
paleontologists for a number of years (e.g.,
Lankford, 1959). Buliminella cf. bassen-
dorfensis (sensu Phleger and Parker, 1951)
was placed in the synonomy of a new
species Buliminella morgani by Andersen,
who provided a definitive description and
illustration of the new taxon (1961, p. 87, pl.
19, fig. 10). The types for this species were
obtained from Mudlumps SP-1 and SP-3 at
the mouth of Southwest Pass of the Missis-
sippi River delta. This species name has
been, and is presently, accepted by work-
ers in this region (e.g., Poag, 1981; Finger,
1982). It is further cited in the massive data
compilation presented by Culver and Buzas
(1981).

In his taxonomic notes on the genera
Buliminella and Bulimina, Seiglie (1969)
established the species Buliminella missis-
sippensis for forms obtained from a core
taken in 106 meters of water in the northeast
Gulf of Mexico at Lat. 29°04.5N, Long.
88°52'W. Seiglie (1969, p. 101) placed Buli-
minella sp. cf. B. bassendorfensis (sensu
Phleger and Parker, 1951) in the synonomy
of this new species. The morphoseries pre-
sented by Seiglie (ibid., pl. 6, figs. 1-11, pl. 7,
figs. 1-10) clearly includes the form B. cf.
bassendorfensis of Phleger and Parker,
1951, and B. morgani Andersen, 1961.

Buliminella mississippensis Seiglie,
1969, is a junior synonym of Buliminella
morgani Andersen, 1961, and in accordance
with ICZN Articles 23 and 24 it is recom-
mended that the name B. mississippensis

Seiglie, 1969, be suppressed in order to en-
sure stability and universality of nomen-
clature.
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