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PALEONTOLOGICAL NOTE

BOLIVINA (BRIZALINA) HAMANI, ANEW NAME FOR BOLIVINA MEXICANA
CUSHMAN, 1926 NON CUSHMAN, 1922 (FORAMINIFERIDA)

KENNETH L. FINGER
CHEVRON OIL FIELD RESEARCH COMPANY
LA HABRA, CALIFORNIA

Cushman (1926, p. 81) erected Bolivina
mexicana on specimens from the lower
Oligocene Alazan clays of Veracruz, Mex-
ico. Earlier Cushman (1922, p. 47) had
named Bolivina subaenariensis var. mexi-
cana for Recent specimens collected in the
northern Gulf of Mexico. According to the
International Code of Zoological Nomencla-
ture, Art. 45(e), a varietal designation made
prior to 1961 is “not to be interpreted as an
express statement of either subspecific or
infrasubspecific rank.” As a result, Cush-
man’s Oligocene species was not consid-
ered a primary junior homonym (as defined
by ICZN Art. 57) until Parker (1954) pro-
moted the Recent “variety” to subspecies
rank. Subsequent Gulf of Mexico workers
either have retained this subspecific rank-
ing (e.g., Bandy, 1956; Akers and Dorman,
1964: Pflum and Frerichs, 1976) or elevated
it to species level (e.g., Andersen, 1961).

The brizalinid character of these two spe-
cies is considered here as subgeneric sensu
Gramann (1966, p. 439). In compliance with
the Law of Homonymy (ICZN Art. 53),
Bolivina (Brizalina) subaenariensis mexi-
cana Cushman, 1922 is retained while Bo-
livina (Brizalina) hamani is proposed
herein to replace Bolivina (Brizalina) mex-
icana Cushman, 1926. Cushman (1926) also
named two “varieties” of his Bolivina mezx-
icana from Veracruz; these three epithets
are herein recognized as Bolivina (Briza-
lina) hamani hamani Finger, nom. nov., Bo-
livina (Brizalina) hamani aliformis Cush-
man, 1926, and Bolivina (Brizalina) hamani
horizontalis Cushman, 1926.

Bolivina (Brizalina) hamani is named in
honor of Dr. Drew Haman, Senior Re-
search Geologist, Chevron Oil Field Re-
search Company, La Habra, California.

I thank D. Haman and R. W. Huddleston
for their assistance and reading of the man-
uscript, and Chevron Oil Field Research
Company for publication permission.
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