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METH ODS IN PAl.EOMAGNETISM, edired by 
D. \XI . Collinson, K. M. Creer, and S. K. 
Runcorn: Elsevier Publi shing Company, 
r\msrerdam, 1967, xv iii + 609 pp. , ', 27 
illus .. . -\9 rab ies, $40.00 

This 111onu111enrnl vo lume, rnnsrirur ing 
the rhird in Elsevier·s .. Deve lopmenrs in 
Solid Earrh Geophysics., series, coma ins rhe 
proceedings of rhe NATO Advanced Srudy 
I nsrirule on Paleomagneric Mer hods, held in 
rhe Physics Deparrmenr of rhe Universiry 
of Newcasde upon Tyne, April 1- 10, 1964. 
The above sraremenr is largely correcr tve n 
rhough a few papers which described rcccnr 
pa leomagneric resulrs and inrerp retarions 
have been delc:red and od1ers, not presemed 
at rhc: meeting. have been included lO 

provide a mort complete accou nt. The 
revitwer, one of the United Stares' partici
pants ar rhis meeting, is in whole-hearted 
agreement with rhis policy for ir rends m 
ensure as complere coverage of the whole 
~ub j ecr of measurcmenr techniques and in
s·rumenrnrio n as possible wirhin a si ngle 
,•olume ar th is rime. Even rhough rhe price 
is high, the book wi ll prove: in valuable for 
resea rchers in rhis fie ld. As nored by rhc 
edirors, il is indeed unfortunare thar che 
discuss ions (raped in the ir enrirery) \\ hich 
followed the presc:nrarion of papers were 
0111 ined; rhe spec ifi c poims broughr our in 
rhcse discussions, borh pro and con rhe 
merhods and resulrs described by rhe indi
vidual aurhors, would have been of in <:s
timable value ro o:hers seeki ng m use rhe ir 
rechniques or duplicare tht ir experi 111erns. 
The omission consr irures a d isrinn loss to 

pa lc:o111agneric research. 

The volume conrn ins 84 papc:rs by 59 
,iurhors, which have been divided inro 8 
chaprer:.. These are: 

I) sampl ing rcchniques in the field 
2) measuremenr of narural remanenc 

111agnerizarion 
) ) procedures ro resr rhe stabi lity of 

magnerizarion 
4) presenrarion and analysis of darn 
5) measuremenr of ismropic and anisrro

pic suscepribi li ry 

(11 magncric mcasure111enrs 1n app li ed 
fields 

7 ) rech niques for rhe srudy of magnetic 
co111poncnrs in rocks, and 

8) 111 iscc: llaneous labor,imry faciliries. 
The second chaprer, pr imar ily insrru111enra1 , 
\\'as further subdivided inw secrions such as 
I ) ;cstaric magnemmerers I l ) ball isric <1nd 
spinner 111agnernmcrers Ill ) fluxgate 111agne
w111ete rs and IV) principles of measure111cnr. 

i l is possible rhar rhe scope of thi; srudy 
institule 111ay besr be illusrrared by rhe char
:ict<.:r and disrriburion of rhose sel<:ct<:d as 
panicipanrs. While a large num b<:r (64) 
of the wral of 157 in arrendance came from 
England, rhere were 25 fro111 rhe Unired 
Srnrc:s, 16 from Ge r111 any, 14 from the 
Nedier lands. 8 fro111 Norway, 7 from france, 
7 fro111 Ca nada and one or rwo each from 
Japan, Greece, Turkey, lra ly, Russia , Den
mark , Guyana. Rhodesia, Argenrina, and 
1ndi:1. They ca111e fro111 uni versit ies, re
sea rch laborarories, NS[', geological su rveys. 
oi l company research, ere., and from rhe 
discip lines of geology, physics, geophysics, 
oct:anogrnphy, archeology, rnereorology, and 
mher branches of the physical sciences. l n 
rega rd ro inrernariona l exper ience in this 
field , no more rhrough coverage could be 
found ar any meering anywhere ... and rhis 
is show n in the papers of rhe vo lu111e. One 
ca nnor rev iew the poinrs made in eighty
four papers; as always, in the case of such 
profusion , treatment varies from exceeding
ly rhorough ro rmher sketchy. However, rhe 
mean is very high and the conrenr is cxcel
lc11 t. The illusn:arions arc well primed and 
in sufficiem nu111ber. The bibliographies 
acco111pa nying each article prov ide an almost 
complcre li sring of work done in th is field. 
Dy far rhe 111ost se rious cr iticis111 which can 
be made of rh is work is rhe poor index 
provided; rhe use of less than three pages 
w enable rhe reader m locate techn ica l 
111arerial coveri ng ove r six hundred pages 
indicates rhe futiliry of rhis manner of 
sea rch . Fortunately rhe table of comcms, 
longer than dK index, aids in rh is regard 
bur leaves a ser ious problem in a book of 
rhis va lue and cost. 


