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HISTORY  OF IGNEOUS
Harker. Originally
republished in facsim-
ile reprint by Hafner Publishing Co., New
York, 1965, xv 384 pp., $10.50
Not much is uqmrul in reviewing a book
which has been recognized as a
almost sixty years; Harker was one of the
most ourstanding British petrologists
this book has been taken as a basi:
subsequent works on the subject.
The author was disturbed th:
petrology had received the largest share of
specialist attention; so much, in fact, that
one purpose of his scries of lectures ac C;
bridge (and thus this book) was to res
igneous action to a definite place in the
geologic history of the globe. Contemporary
with his work, were developmens i
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tory analysis s
fore our first business to show that igneous
ctivity, standing in close connection with
the tectonic development of a region, is very
mately and fundamentally related o other
parts of its geological histor) Ty out
this business, he briefly reviewed igneous
action and crustal movements as incer-related
phenomena and  then the geo-
graphical distribution of o younger igneous
rocks and cycles of igncous activity. Vul-
canicity, igneous intrusions, and petrograph
al provinces were treated in much the same
historical-geographical vein; then we come
to the physical-chemical approach and it is
here that the depth of treatment of this
carly book b«um(s evident, When the au-

speaks gencsis of particular rock
types, their .lu\u] manner of association i
the field, and the order in which associated
and presumably consanguineous (odd word
in a text on rocks!) types have appeared, we
began t see the signs of the chemist.

is discussion of igncous rocks and their
stituents, rock magmas, crysallization of
rock magmas, supersaturation, isomorphism
and mixed crystals, magmatic differentiation,
all lead o consideration of an “ideal”

system for classification of igneous rocks.
lhe genetic classification which he believed
would come as a fuller knowledge of facts
and principles developed is not yet here but
the history of rescarch leading to it, is fas-
cinating. It is always great fun to read older
cientific works, o sce how often  their
authors were right, how seldom wrong . . .
and when they were wrong, what steps led
them astray. This book will be of value o
everyone interested in petrology as a science
its place in historical geology, and the his-
tory of developments in petrologic thinking
It should be welcomed by every geologist.

EARTHQUAKES, by Nicholas Hunter Heck
Originally published in 1936; republished
in facsimile by ..rnu ‘Publishing Co.
New York, 1965, 2 pp.. $6.50
This “popular” treatme

long out of print and ra

Mathematical treatment and highly technical

matters are omitted; the purpose is to pre-

sent a broad, comprehensive picture for the
general reader. As the author points out,
thquakes are fascinating because of their
unexpectedness and the extensive losses t©
life and property which so often result. Be-
sse of this fascination and interest, often
augmented by direct contact with an carch-
quake or through reading newspaper

counts or secing the damage on newsreels

or television screens, many pe X

kmm T e A
sfies that demand, even though many other

SR bt Mosds (i produced during

the intervening thirty ye

“The original (Princecon University Press
edition in my personal library has long been

a reference for student civil_engineers be-

cause of treatment given to “safe construc-

tion in carthquake  regions”  Most
technical books in this field gloss
aspect completely; while it is very

here, this book does suggest that s

can be done. Tt excellendy explains. on an

intelligent level, intensity sc

structural regions, etc

while still maintain-
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ing the dramaric interest inherent in descrip-
tions of many most destructive quakes of
the last cencury. This book can be recom-
mended honestly by a scismologist to friends
in the general public when they ask about
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an carthquake, why it happencd, will it be
repeated, and what can be done about it.
As such, the publishers have performed
valuable scrvice in reprinting and offering
it at a reasonable price.
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