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After the accompanying paper (Vokes 
and Houart, 1986) was completed, another 
new species of Risomurex was discovered 
on th e coast of Senegal. Because of its rel e
vanc e to the aforem e ntioned work, it 
seem s a ppropriate to de scrib e it h e re . 

M U RICOPSIS (RI SOMUREX) SEMINOLEN S IS 

Vokes and Houart, n . sp . 
Text figs . 1-3 

Descri ption : Sh ell sma ll for th e sub ge nu :s. 
from 9 to 11 mm , e longa te and fus iform . Ap e r
tur e na rr ow an d ova te . Colum e llar lip e rect an
te riorly; smooth , exce pt two sma ll fold s on its 
an te rior part. An al no tch dee p a nd wid e. Out er 

lip undulate ; inner part of outer lip bearingfi,
or six stron g denticles ; third denticle (or secor. 
when only five denticles present) stronge, 
other s much smaller . Spire high and acute, co: 
sistin g of one and one -half to one and thret 
quart e rs strongly keeled nuclear whorls ar. 
five to six e longa te postnucl ear whorls. Sutur 
impr esse d. Body whorl with seven or eig! 
strong nodulo se axial ridge s. Spiral sculptur 
con sisting of ten or eleven major cords: two 
thre e sm a ll on th e should er; five strong on th· 
body with one sha llow intermediat e threa< 
thr ee oth e r stron g cord s on the siphonal cana 
Int e rse ction of ax ia l rid ges and spiral cords gr, 
in g a nodulo se a pp ea rance to th e shell. Siphon, 
ca na l short , na rrowl y open , slightly backwar 
be nt. Color ochr e to light brown , stained wit 



No. 2 Muricopsis and R isomurex 89 

dark brown on the ax ial ridges, mostly on the 
shoulder. Third, fourth and fifth spiral cords on 
the body sometime s darker, forming a dark 
band. 

Holotype: Museum N at ional d 'Histoire Nat
urelle, Paris. 

Dimensions of holotype: height 8.5 mm, diam
eter4.0 mm. 

Type locality: Banc du Seminole, 38 meter s. 
off Dakar, Senegal. Coll. Marche-Marchad. 

Other materia l studied: 12 paratypes , MNHN. 
Paris; 1 paraty pe , Zoologisk Museum, Copenh a
gen, Denmar k . 

Discussion: This is the fourth known 
Risomurex species from western Africa. It 
may be compar ed with R. rutilus (Reeve, 
1846) but differs in many aspects: the shell 
is narrower with more spiral cords; R . 
rutilus has only one spiral cord on the 

shoulder and sh ows two or three inter
mediate threads between body spiral 
cords ; the aperture of R . rutilus is mor 
elongate and lar ger, it has a straighter and 
more adherent columellar lip. Risomure:r:: 
suga (Fischer-Piette , 1942) is a narrower , 
more elongate an d rounded shell with 
smaller, more numerou s dark brown col
ored axial rid ges. R isomurex Jusiformis 
(Gmelin, 1791) is a larger and wider shell. 
It is more fusiform, with a larger apera
ture, bearing weaker denticles. The axial 
ridges and the spiral cords are smaller and 
more numerous. 

We wish to thank Dr . Philipp e Bouchet. 
Museum National d'Histoire Naturell e. 
Pari s, for the type material. 
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Figures 1-3. Muricopsis (Risomurex) seminolensis , n. sp. 1 Holotype , MNHN; height 
8.5 mm, diameter 4.0 mm; Banc du Seminole , 38 meters off Dakar Senegal (x 6). 2 
Paratype A, MNHM ; height 6.6 mm , diameter 4.4 mm ; locality same as holotype (x 20. 
3, Paratype B ? MNHN ; height 11.0 mm , diameter 4.9 mm; off Dakar Senegal (x 4). All 
specime ns whitened except 3c. 




