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Since Shirley Hoerle publish e d h e r 
paper on the Cerithiidae and Pot amidid ae 
from the Chipola Formation in Tulan e 
Studies in Geology and Pal eontology ( 1972 , 
v. 10, no. 1, pp. 1-22 ) a n ew sp eci es of 
Cerithium has been discovered by tw o dif
ferent fossil collectors. The dis tribution of 
this new species is limited to the low er 
Chipola Formation deposits at Alum Bluff 
and the lower deposits along the Chipol a 
River. It is relatively common at Alum 
Bluff but rare along the Chipola River and 
at both localities it is extremely difficul t t o 
collect because drought conditions must 
exist in order to gain access to the depo sit s 
where it is found. Over the intervening 
years, however , a sufficient number of 
shell fragments have been collected to 
allow the investigator to describ e thi s 
Cerithium as a new species. 

Family CERITHIIDAE Fleming, 1822 
Subfamily CERITHIINAE Fleming , 1822 

Genus CERITHIUM Bruguiere, 1789 

Ce rithium Brugui e re , 1789 , Encycl. M e th . 
(Vers), v. 1, p. XV (g enu s without s peci es): 
1792 , ibid , p. 467 . 
Type species: Cerithium adam sonii Brugui er e 

(= Cerithium e,ythra eonens e Lam arck, 1822 ), by 
virtual tautonymy. 

CERITHIUM LOUISA£ 
Schmelz, n. sp. 

Plate 1, figures 1-3 

Diagnosis: Shell solid , nuclear whorl s absent. 
Approximately elev en noded t eleconch whorls. 
Five spiral rows of strongly noded costa on bod y 
whorl , the first row of nodes tran s formed into 
thirteen stout spines, each archin g upward s 
beyond the shoulder. Raised axial ridg es cross
ing s utural ramp and conn ecting s pines to a 
well-developed, appressed sutur e. Varix onl y on 
body whorl. Each r emainin g t e leconch whorl 
with a peripheral row of spin es and two spiral 
rows of strongly noded co s ta. Pillar short , 
arched. Canal narrow, deep , recurved. Inner lip 
of aperture with strong callus, edge free ; outer 
lip thickened, arch ed, with crcnulations along 
edge corre sponding to spiral sculptur e; at junc 
tion with body a mod erat e sinu s and sub sutur -
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shell. 
Holotyp e lTF 7'29:i: , P1ght ·~> 1 mm, ·ndx -

mum diam eter 21.1 rur 

Type loca lity· Tl l i:; 1 \ C11i1>ula Fo,·..,,,d• , n 
Cooter Bluff , shctrp wo,tw-rd •1rrid r,• ½( t 
bank of Ch1pola Rivt r ab0 t 1 O'.)O fp t •wh ~ 

mouth of Taylor Lake B -.ric•· ( N¼ 1 1 ~., '.21 
T l N, R9W ), (' a thuun (\,w \ F orctc1 

Para type A: CF 712fl•i'. height Hl l mm. mc,Xl 

m um diam ete r 2:3.0 mn1 Loe- 1ty flT 15;3 
Alum Bluff(l owerhedsl A.p-lceh co'c1 Iv, 1, ~ 

1/4 Sec. 24 , Tl N. RH\\i J, L•he• t 'r < 'e,unt\, I< 10 1d 
Paratype B: l'F 712H!J· he> ght I rn , plt>'l 

18.0 mm , maxim um diamP P" '-.'i mm. ,o, ah• · 
TU 453, Alum 8Juff1'owu be":,, . .'\rJ.1<1· 1 ol .. 
River (NE l/4 Sec. 24, T:'.\T, H~Wi, .,1bc rtv C .. 
Fl or ida. 

Additional 1:11f16 ured pn1 r1t_ p, ~ F v~ f·orr 
TU 453 (two from the ~vlurrav colt l , v.Pl 

thr ee from the Com pto n co]lt,ct10ri J. 

Etymology: N a m ed for Lou1st ( 0rnp 01. 

Ma ri etta, Georgi a, a lo•1gt1me C')ll ct r oi 

Flori da fossib, who ger ero us y m'.uP "Pt·· mt n 
from h er collection of Chi pola rnatt11-.I. \c ilab,t 
for study. 

Di scussion: Alth ou gh no complete spec 1-

men of Cer;thium lou isat! has bf'en aiscov
ere d , it is estimat ed from S'1E'.I l'ragrnents 
th at t h is spe ci e s ac h ieved a ht.·1~;1,• n 
excess of 70 mm and wa s probably r1.nr.p< -
r abl e in size to th e la rge Ch1pola spt•ciM, 
Cerithium burnsh. Th e deposits iP \vhich 
th e n ew species is fou n d suggest that i• 
lived in sh allow tropic al waters nt1ar cor,tl 
reefs. 

Cerithiu m lou isae is a vc1 y orndtt· and 
distin cti ve species who se clo;,e..,;t fossil and 
living coun te r part appear s to be C'er1t/11um 
nodulosum from th e Indo-P ac1fic. The lat
ter s pecie s h as been recor ded from the 
Late Mioc en e deposits of Bik ini Ato:l m 
the Mar shall I s l ands, th e N eogene of 
Palau, a nd from t h e Pho -Pl e istoc ene of 
Guam (Haubrick , 1992, p. 134 ). Accord ing 
to Haubrick ( 1992 , p. 132), and the per son
al observations of th is investigator. C. 
nodulosum is found shoreward of the r eef 
face on int e rtidal a nd subtidal rock y 
shelves. 




