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rived from windblown calcareous rock 
flour (which originally made up a small 

perce ntage of the silt deflated from the ad­

jacent Mississippi Valley floor) and from 

pedochemical recycling of CaC03 from 

snail shells within the loessial blankets. 

These nodules a nd paleosols may there­

fore prove to be productive targets for col­

lecting additional examples of plant fossil 

remains in the southern loess. 
We would like to thank Ms. Deborah 

Sellers for presenting the nodule contain­

ing the fossil seeds. Ms. Lisa Metelman 

skillfully prepared the micrographs using 

the Department of Ge ology scanning ele c­

tron microscope at Tulane University. 
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PLATE 1 
Figures 
1. Calca reous s iltstone nod ule containing fossil hackberry (Celtis sp. ) seeds. (Bar sca le 

re p resents 5 em) 
2. F reshly b roke n edge of siltstone nodule showing fossil seeds concentra ted in thin 

layer. Noterootlet cha nne l ways (small dark holes). (Sa me scale as in fig. I) 
3. External view of individual seed. (Bar scale re presents l mm) 
4. Internal v iew of seed she ll showing the continuous oute r w all (indicate d by black ar­

rows) and the discontinuous inne r lamina (white arrows). (Bar scale re presents 1 mm) 
5. Close-up view of b roke n surface of she ll wa ll show ing subhe dra l calcite crysta ls. (B ar 

scale re presents 10 m icrons) 
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PLATE I 


