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REVIEW

MESOZOIC PALYNOLOGY OF SVALBARD

[: The Rhaetian of Hopen, with a pre-

liminary report on the Rhaetian and Jurassic of Kong Karls Land, by Tor Bjaerke and
Svein B. Manum. Published by the Norsk Polarinstitutt, Oslo, 1977, 48 pp., 9 pls., $6.00
(distributed in the United States by the Columbia University Press, New York).

Palynomorphs

from thirteen workable samples are described and illustrated, twelve are

from shale-silt lithologies and one is a coal sample. The beds on Hopen (an island on th.e
southeastern corner of the Svalbard archipelago) were regarded as Lower Cretaceous until

the seventies when a series of reports on
these beds as Rhaetian to lowermost Jur:

S1C

the contained plant macrofossils resulted in dating

in age. A report by Smith (1974) supported

this dating, but the present study yields results which restrict these beds to the Rhaetian.
s

This work is very well illustrated with nine excellent plates.

-—HCS.



